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21 January 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR: Intelligence Assistant Directors
Chief, Research Staff
Chief, Collection Guidance Staff
Chief, Administrative Staff
Director, National Photographic
Interpretation Center

SUBJECT : Relations with News Media and the
CIA "Image"

1., Attached is a copy of a memorandum from the
Director on '"Agency Relations with News Media." I believe
you will want to brief your -senior people on its contents.

2, To help this office prepare a response, I need
your views <ii the implications of deliberate publicity,
together with your recommendations for action, Among the
-ideas you might consider is permitting DDI officers who
publish scholarly books, participate in various nongovern-
mental meetings and conferences, and so forth, to be
identified with CIA.

‘3. Your comments should be in this office by the
‘close of business Friday, 24 January.

50X1

R, J. SMITH
Acting Deputy Director (Intelligence)
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MENORANDUM FOR:

..«I.JBE T

'

1. T-'ol*cy guida gice concer*nng the handhng of relatlons w1th
rews media will be issued from t1me to time by the Dn‘ector or:
Deputy Director, and undt..r no c:1rcumﬂ:m*cc:s is to be chanoed or
modilicd except by the Director or DPeputy Director in written form. ;
or o.rally and conthmcd by melenqentmg memorandum.- o g

o 2. News medla \_ontact for ba kgr ound brlefmgs are. to be on
"a nen-atiribu-able basis and are to. 1nvolve arcas of dxscussmn
approved by the Dircctor or the Deputy Director aftur coordmatlon
ay kim with the White I;ougc Department of State, and ‘the Depan— k
e mén: ol Deciense, as e.ppronrnu.e.-u Such briefings. rhust’ always be -
conducted on an- mleldual and never ona collec:t1ve basis" and Wltn -
customary care to aveid dis clusures with. respec:t to :mtelhgence O
information, cstimates or adminis tratlon policy - resultmo thcrefrom.
Briefings involving attmbutwu should Le avoided at all times exccot un,-
der t'ht‘: spe u“c ul.LhOl’lLy ol the Du =ctor or DepuLy Dn‘ector, Such

v

Hou:,e.

3. Ae a g,cneral rulg,, in the absence of specﬂu: 1nstruct10n.s ;
and coordination in accordance with paragraph 2 preced1 'CIA -
shall make no releases on any of its: estimates,. analyses, or rcro. ‘E,
whether classilicd or not.' It is considered preferable that such M
releases be made, if at all, by departments or agencies otherathan

4, The subbtd.nc of pu.rconal conta.c.ts w1th 111d1v1duals of thc
' p:ess, either socially or otherwise, ‘will be recorded in a memo-
andum for the record as, is- tb Agency 8 present practme, ‘and @
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'

5.0 14 COIIT.J.I":U.(.,.E: to be m,r dcsne to crcatc an ”1ma.ge" of CIA
wmcb identifies the Am;ncy with its bmtx..tory‘ rcsponslbxllty for.
2sseinbling, analyzing, and <valuatuw ail intclligzence of natlonal

' significance.and repormng the ‘uubstancc of this intelligence to -

policy makers.  This image. ¢an be convc.yed by emphasizing the RPN

gency $ statulory role, 2s contrasted to its operational act1v1t1es,‘_'f

in pris cate dl.acus:uo'as with our coun wterparts in Government WJ.th i

'men}bus of Conoru S und in occasional meetings with mﬂuentxal

mernoers of the press or gcnerdl public.. It is not desirable in - "

Clscubbluﬂb ol this character to refer to operational ach1evements

or substantive production or to make any statements bearing or.
susceptible to attnbutlon ' '

6. As re cent pu011c1ty mvolvmd the Agency has probably had
a varying impact upon different components, Deputy Directors are
requested to submit to the DDCI statements which assess the. | . : ‘
impiicatione of this publicity for their particular areas with recom- . '
mendations as to what action they consider appropnate to accomplish,
the purposc out}.lned in para raph 5.. e

T

J i

c¢Cone

Dlrcctor LT
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